Dorchester U3A – Notes for Philosophy Meetings by Colin Watts


Descartes (1596-1650)

· Discourse on the Method (1637); The Meditations (1641).

· Intellectual background: Religious and Scientific controversy and the rediscovery of Greek Sceptical Thought via Sextus Empiricus.

· Intention: to delimit the range and lay the foundation for science.

· Method: Of Doubt.
· Result of application of method: The certain existence of a thinking substance with subjective mental states.

· Problem with result: The uncertainty of the existence of the external world.

· Solution of the problem: A benevolent God, who would not deceive.
· The nature of the external world: Mechanistic. Primary qualities.

· The nature of the perceiving mind: Free will. Secondary qualities. Innate ideas.

· The unique nature of human beings: Animal automata; the impossibility of thinking machines. Mind/body interaction problem.
· Rationalism: A belief in ‘the existence of self-evident, non-tautological truths from which can be deduced substantial conclusions about how things have been, are and will be’ Flew.
· Deism and scientific laws.  (Le Monde-1664).
